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                                                 Circular No.21/2007

April 17, 2007

All Heads of Institutions

Affiliated to the CBSE

SUBJECT:    Reducing the Bag Load on Children
Dear Principal,

    kindly refer to Board’s circular no. 07/2006 dated 4th May, 2006, in which attention of the schools affiliated to the Board was drawn to the need for reducing the bag load on children in order to provide them adequate space and time for other activities.  The importance of making the learning process enjoyable for children by restricting the number of prescribed textbooks and reducing curriculum burden on the learners, besides other measures like Continuous and Comprehensive Evaluation and emphasis on soft subjects like dance, music, fine arts etc. has also been impressed upon schools by the Board.

     Taking cognizance of the need to minimize the curriculum load on children, NCERT has prepared new textbooks for various subjects and classes based on the National Curriculum Framework – 2005.  New textbooks have been introduced in classes I, III, VI, IX and XI in 2006-07 and in classes II, IV, VII, X and XII during the current academic year i.e. 2007-08.  For classes V and VIII the old textbooks will continue for the current academic year and new books will be implemented in 2008-09.  The list of NCERT textbooks for classes I-VIII is given below for the guidance of schools and for enabling them to use it as a norm for deciding the number of textbooks to be prescribed for these classes:
	Class
	No. of

Textbooks
	Subject
	Name of Textbooks

	I
	03
	Hindi

English

Mathematics
	Rimjhim Bhag – I

Marigold Book I

Math Magic Book – I (Ganit Ka Jadu Pustak)

	II
	03
	Hindi

English

Mathematics
	Rimjhim Bhag - II

Marigold Book II

Math Magic Book – II  (Ganit Ka Jadu Pustak II)

	III
	04
	Hindi

English

Mathematics

Environmental Studies
	Rimjhim Bhag – III
Marigold Book III

Math Magic Book – III (Ganit Ka Jadu Pustak III)

Looking Around Book – I (Aaspass Pustak – I)

	IV
	04
	Hindi

English

Mathematics

Environmental Studies
	Rimjhim Bhag - IV

Marigold Book - IV

Mathematics Book - IV  (Ganit Bhag IV)

Looking Around Book – II (Aaspass Pustak – II)

	V
	06
	Hindi

English

Mathematics

Environmental Studies
	Bal Bharati Bhag V

Abhyas Pustika Bal Bharati Bhag V

Learning English -V

Work Book - Learning English -V

Let’s learn Mathematics – V (Aao Ganit Seekhein – V)

Let’s Look Around and Learn (Dhekhein, Karein aur Seekhein)

	VI
	10
	Hindi

English

Sanskrit

Mathematics

Science

S. Science
	Vasant Bhag I

Bal Ramkatha

Honey Suckle

A Pact with the Sun

Ruchira – Pratham Bhag

Mathematics (Ganit)

Science (Vigyan)

Our Past – History (Hamara Atit – Itihas)

The Earth our Habitat – Geography (Prithvi Hamara Abhas – Bhugol)

Social and Political Life (Samajk aur Rajniti Jeevan)

	VII
	10
	Hindi

English

Sanskrit

Mathematics

Science

S. Science
	Vasant Bhag II

Mahabharat

Honey Comb - English

Supplementary English

Ruchira – II

Mathematics (Ganit)

Science (Vigyan)

History (Itihas)

Geography (Bhugol)

Social and Political Life (Samajik aur Rajniti Jeevan – II)

	VIII
	13
	Hindi

Sanskrit

English

S. Science

Mathematics

Science
	Bharati Bhag III

Sanksipt Budh Charitra

Naya Jeevan Bhag III

Shreyasi Bhag – III

Apoorva Bhag – III

Abhyas Pustika Apoorva Bhag – III

Modern English Part – III

Work Book Modern English

Supplementary Reader – VIII

Social Science Part – I (Samajik Vigyan Bhag – I)
Social Science Part – II(Samajik Vigyan Bhag – II)
Mathematics – III (Ganit Pustak – III)

Science & Technology (Vigyan avam Prodyogiki)




     Another very important aspect relates to the sequence in which the syllabus has to be transacted in the classroom.  It has come to the knowledge of the Board that some schools change the sequence of lessons/chapters in an arbitrary manner to suit the preference and comfort of the teachers.  In certain subjects at secondary and senior secondary level some schools teach Part –II of the prescribed books before Part –I.  Such practices, besides defying sound principles of pedagogy, may also result in avoidable practical problems.  Hence schools are instructed to follow the sequence of syllabus as prescribed by the Board. 

Yours sincerely,

Ashok Ganguly, 

Chairman

Copy to:-

1. The Commissioner, Kendriya Vidyalaya Sangathan/ Navodya Vidyalaya Samiti, New Delhi

2. The Director of Education, Delhi/ Andaman and Nicobar Islands/Sikkim/ Arunachal Pradesh/ Chandigarh/NCERT/CTSA

3. All Regional Officers, CBSE 

Chairman
